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The  best  way  to  destroy  an  enemy,  is  to  become  his  friend 
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From  the  Dean’s  Office:  * 

ft 

Announcement  to  all  first  year  .v 
Students! 

4% 

The  First  Aid  Programme  for  1st  * 
Year  Students  will  be  held  on  * 

April  14th  £  21st,  1976.  For  both* 
of  these  Wednesdays,  the  whole  * 

day  will  be  occupied  by  the  pro-  * 
gramme.  A  one-hour  examination  * 

will  be  held  on  Fri .  May  7,  1976  * 

* 

This  programme  must  be  taken  and  * 
passed  by  all  First  Year  students* 
who  do  not  hold  a  First  Aid  Cert-* 
ificate  on  their  admission  to  the* 
Medical  Course .  * 


*  Watch  the  Auricle  for  further 
details  of  the  time  and  place 
of  this  course... 
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'* Rorschach !  What's  to  become  of  you?” 


eclectics  by  Ron  Cyr 


Musings  "  A  phrase  is  in  the  air:  The  half-life  of  medical  knowledge  is 
five  years.  Because  I  have  been  in  practice  for  thirty-five  years,  my  know¬ 
ledge  has  been  subject  to  such  substantial  attrition  that,  unless  augmented, 
it  would  amount  to'  1/ 128th  of  that  of  last  year’s  medical  graduate.  Yet  some¬ 
thing  more,  I  hope,  than  vanity  makes  me  think  that  I  am  at  the  height  of  my 
powers,  that  I  am  more  useful  now  to  my  patients  than  I  have  ever  been... 

...To  tell  the  truth,  although  I  received  a  ’good'  education  and  train¬ 
ing  in  prestigious  places,  I  have  often  felt  that  their  value  has  been  grossly 
inflated,  and  that  the  only  education  that  counts  is  that  which  one  gives  to 
oneself.  Teachers  and  students  alike  delude  themselves  as  to  the  worth  of  what 
is  transmitted,  but  because  the  teachers  often  play  a  role  in  the  subsequent 
careers  of  the  students,  and  because  the  prestigious  centres  attract  the  most 
able,  these  delusions  become  self-fulfilling  prophecies. 

...The  old  story  about  the  man  with  thirty  years  experience  compared 
with  the  man  with  one  year's  experience  30  times  repeated  carries  a  funda¬ 
mental  message.  The  only  people  to  be  trusted  to  enter  medicine  are  those  who 
are  capable  of  growth,  and  a  metaphor  derived  from  the  physics  of  radioactive 
decay  is  totally  irrelevant.  "  (1) 


Slow  Speed  Ahead  At  its  December  1st  £  2nd,  1975  meeting,  the  O.M.A. 
Council  approved  a  resolution  indicating  that  Council  "is  very  concerned 
about  the  role  of  the  nurse-practitioner  in  medical  care,  and  at  present 
will  support  the  concept  only  in'  a  very  limited,  experimental  role." 

(from  the  O.M.A.  Review) 


The  Auricle  -  published  weekly  by  the  Medical  Society  -  Room  2141  M.S.B. 

Circulation  last  issue:  750+  Contributions  are  welcomed. 


Eclectics  (cont'd)  : 


I'm  so  Healthy  I  Could  Die  Dept.  "  As  a  people,  we  have  become  obsessed 
with  health.  There  is  something  fundamentally,  radically  unhealthy  about  all^ 
this .  We  do  not  seem  to  be  seeking  more  exuberance  in  living  as  much  as  staving 
off  failure,  putting  off  dying...  It  is  extraordinary  that  we  have  just  now 
become  convinced  of  our  bad  health,  our  constant  3eopardy  of  disease  and  death, 
at  the  very  time  when  the  facts  should  be  telling  us  the  opposite. 

...If  people  are  educated  to  believe  that  they  are  fundamentally 
fragile,  always  on  the  verge  of  mortal  disease,  perpetually  in  need  of  support 
by  health  care  professionals  at  every  side... there  can  be  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  doctor’s  offices,  clinics  and  hospitals  required  to  meet  the  demand. 

...We  are,  in  real  life,  a  reasonably  healthy  people... The  new  danger 
to  our  well-being  is  in  becoming  a  nation  of  healthy  hypochondriacs,  living 
gingerly,  worrying  ourselves  half  to  death.  ”  (2) 
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*  Medical  Student  Week-End! !  * 

it  it 

*  There  is  still  time  to  pre-  * 

*  register!  Don't  miss  this 

*  great  opportunity  to  meet 

*  with  fellow  meds  from  all 

*  over  Ontario!  Forms  are  in 

*  the  Medical  Soc .  Office  £ 

*  there  is  also  a  list  you 

*  can  sign  for  a  seat  on  the 

*  chartered  bus  ($7.50) 

*  February  6,  7  S  8,  1976 

*  Queen's  University 

1  If  you  need  a  billet,  then 
",t  pre-register  immediately!! 

*  All  you  need  is  a  sleeping 
bag.  Sign  up  now  in  Room 

^  2141  for  the  various  teams 
a  and  activities .  (Bring  your 

*,{  own  gym  £  hockey  equipment)  .k“That‘s  not  fair.  Dad.  Lenny’s  father  lets  us  watch  him  work  at  the  gas  station/’ 
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"  The  Bell  Jar  "  (Editorial  Column)  1  FACE  TO  FACE  * 


Perhaps  the  hardest  lesson  for  your  Communications  Director  this  year  . 
is  the  discovery  that  there  is  really  very  little  meaningful  communication 
within  the  student  body  of  this  Faculty.  Political,  social  and  religious 
differences  not  only  divide  our  numbers:  they  isolate  us  into  factions  that 
regard  each  other  with  suspicion,  if  not  outright  hostility. 

My  own  philosophy  is  that  (in  theory)  a  Marxist  and  a  Conservative  should 
be  able  to  sit  down  over  coffee  and  intelligently  talk  things  over.  This  was 
definitely  not  the  sentiment  expressed  during  the  Medical  Assembly  meeting  last 
April.  As  one  member  tactfully  put  it:  "People  aren’t  really  interested  in 
what  you  think!"  Fine,  but  so  much  for  your  platitudes  about  freedom  of 
expression,  and  the  significance  of  the  individual... 

Asking  people  -to  listen  is  a  far  cry  from  asking  them  to  agree...  Yet 
dozens  of  students  won’t  even  pick  up  a  paper,  let  alone  discuss  their  griev¬ 
ances.  The  real  tragedy  is  not  that  we  don't  see  'eye  to  eye',  but  that  we 
refuse  to  look  at  each  other... 
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Medical  Society  -  Annual  Formal  ... 

at  Ontario  Place 
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Saturday,  February  21st,  8  pm  -  1  am 

Drinks  754:  Free  Food 

with  Tommy  Earlls  S  The  All-Stars 
and  a  rock  band... 

The  Formal  is  a  great  social  event  (  S  ... 
not  very  formal).. A  good  chance  to  >.. 
have  a  lot  of  fun!  Tickets  @  $8.00  are  ... 
available  from  your  Class  president  or  ... 
in  the  Medical  Society  Office. (The  $10  k 
price  quoted  in  the  last  Auricle  was  * 
for.staffmen  -  Sorry!  )  *.. 
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Medical-Professional  Offices 

Ideal  locations 

New  one-storey  buildings,  6  1 

fully  air-conditioned.  Design  ! 
your  own  space  -  Our  rates  are5 
reasonable  -  No  extra  cost 
for  partitioning!  .  ! 

For  further  information, 
contact :  Mps  .  Mary  Bil  i 

Royal  Trust  Realtor  5 

Business:  828-1122  ! 

Residence:  822-4417 
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